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Postmaster General from which the follow- 
ing sentences are taken: "I beg to in- 
form you that the recent adopted policy 
of the Department in respect to publica- 
tions of this character is as follows: 

The admission of regular publications of 
public libraries, duly incorporated and non- 
profit sharing, under the provisions of the 
Act of July 16, 1894, is believed to be in 
accordance with the spirit and purpose of 
said act and therefore authorized. They 
will be so considered and entered upon 
compliance with the provisions ol said act 
as herein construed." 

In this connection it is deemed proper 
to inform you that the postmaster at 
Springfield, Mass., has been requested to 
advise the publishers of "The Springfield 
City library bulletin" that the Department 
is prepared to give consideration to the 
new application for admission of that pub- 
lication to the second class of mail mat- 
ter with a view to taking favorable action 
thereon." 

We may congratulate ourselves upon the 
fortunate decision of this question which 
was fraught with some grave dangers to 
libraries, in case it had been held that 
they are not institutions of learning. 

BERNARD C. STEINER, 
Chairman. 

THE EDITOR'S TABLE 

Appropriate current library literature will be 
noted in this column if sent to J. I. Weyer, 
Jr., State Library, Albany, N. Y.) 

Association of collegiate alumnae. Wash- 
ington branch. 

A list of poems chosen from standard 
English poets, suitable to be learned by 
children between the ages of five and 
fourteen. 67p. 1908. 25c. 

28 American and 57 English poets are 
represented. Shakespeare and Longfel- 
low are most numerously cited the refer- 
ences to them filling more than a third of 
the pamphlet. A child fed on these poems 
would have a memory treasured with the 
finest verse but he would surely sigh often 
for a lighter diet as "Lewis Carroll," Ed- 
ward Lear, John Gilpin and their ilk are 
unrepresented. 



Benton, Josiah H. The working of the 
Boston public library. An address by 
the President of the library trustees 
before the Beacon society, Jan. 2, 1909. 
Ed. 2. 57p. 1909. 

Boston public library. Finding list of 
fairy tales and folk stories in books at 
the branches. 48p. 1908. 
An analytic, title-list (giving under each 
title the author, title and call number of 
the book or books in which the tale ap- 
pears) of stories in about 100 of the most 
popular collections. 

Cary, C. P. List of books for free high 
school libraries in the state of Wiscon- 
sin with instructions for cataloging. 
187p. 1909. 

Despite its title this is purely a manual 
of elementary library science illustrated 
by the titles of 200 books the classifica- 
tion and cataloging of which are pictured 
by sample cards with a minuteness and 
reiteration which seem superfluous. The 
book seems to be wholly the work of the 
Wisconsin library commission. 

Hadley, A. T. Facilities for study and 
research in the offices of the United 
States Government at Washington. 73p. 
1909. (U. S. Bureau of education Bulle- 
tin. 1909, no. 1.) 

Maire, Albert. La technique du livre; 
typographie, illustration, reliure, hy- 
giene. 389p. O. 1908. 
Treats particularly of the physiology of 
reading, light, legibility of different styles 
of types. 163 illustrations and 25 plates. 

Michigan state library. A first selection 
of 500 children's books for a library; 
compiled by Effie L. Power. 72p. 1909. 
Annotated, classified and graded list 

with author and title index. 

Palmgren, Valfrid. Bibliotek och folkupp- 

fostran anteckningar fran en studieresa 

i Amerikas Forenta Stater. 180p. 1909. 

The literary fruits of Miss Palmgren's 

American travel have been numerous and 

in this popular, illustrated account of the 

various phases of the work of our public 
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libraries she shows how wide open were 
her eyes and how keen her perception 
of the spirit and significance of the work 
and its points of social attachment. 
Among the dozen and a half chapters are 
Home circulation of books; Open shelves; 
Traveling libraries; Library schools; Li- 
brary commissions and 3 chapters on the 
feature which evidently has most im- 
pressed her, Work with children and 
schools. 

Wisconsin library commission. Current 
index, annual cumulation for 1908. 46p. 
News of the world in one alphabet and 

Wisconsin news in another. 

THE NEW COPYRIGHT LAW 

Supplementing the notice in the report 
of the Committee on Federal relations, 
the Secretary of the Library copyright 
League sends the following statement. 

"The new copyright law passed both 
houses of Congress on March 3rd. Its 
provisions in so far as they affect libraries, 
are as follows: 

1 Libraries, and kindred institutions, 
may import one copy in any one invoice, 
of any book copyrighted in the United 
States, provided said copy is not a pirat- 
ical one. They may import foreign edi- 
tions of copyright books which make up 
a part of libraries purchased en bloc. 

2 The law precisely states that nothing 
in it shall be construed to forbid, prevent, 
or restrict the transfer of any copy of a 
work copyrighted under the law the pos- 
session of which has been lawfully ob- 
tained. 

The law goes into effect on July first, 
of the present year. It was recommended 
unanimously by both the House and Sen- 
ate Committees on Patents, and passed 
both the House and Senate without divis- 
ion, and with very little debate. 

The libraries have lost, by this law, the 
privilege of importation of piratical edi- 
tions, and the privilege of importing more 
than one copy in any one invoice. The 
first privilege all librarians should feel to 
be a dishonest one. The second was one 
which was desirable, but it simply, in the 
new law, requires a separate invoice when 
it is desired to import more than one copy. 

The libraries have gained a provision of 
law which makes illegal any control of 
the retail selling price of a book by the 
publisher. Recent decisions of the courts 



have authorized such control, based on the 
old law, but this enactment does away 
with this, and, if upheld by the courts, it 
does away with the "net price system," 
against which libraries have fought so 
many years. 

The greatest credit for the passage of 
this law should be given to the Commit- 
tees on Patents of both the houses of Con- 
gress, and especially to Hon. Frank D. 
Currier and Senator Reed Smoot, chair- 
men respectively of the House and Sen- 
ate Committees on Patents, who have 
given an enormous amount of time to the 
development of a fair law, and have 
treated every person having an interest in 
the matter with uniform courtesy. 

Those who desire to examine the law 
carefully may send for a copy of the bill 
numbered H. R. 28192, 60th Congress, 2d 
session, which, with practically no 
changes except those in spelling or cor- 
rection of typographical errors, is the 
law as passed. Mr Currier, I am sure, 
would be glad to send a copy. 

W. P. CUTTER." 
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